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Remarks by:

The Hon. Jache Adams, JP, MP
Minister of Public Works and Environment

Restoration of the Mangrove Bay Health Clinic

18 June 2025

Good afternoon Minister Wilson, colleagues, and members of the media,

Thank you for joining us here in Somerset as we mark an important moment for

our community and our country.

The restoration of the Mangrove Bay Clinic is more than just a construction
project, it’s a sign of progress, a return of service, and a reaffirmation that your

Government is listening, acting, and delivering for the people.

From the outset, it’'s important to note that this project is possible because of the
increase in the Government’s capital budget. This increase allows us to do more
repairs, more upgrades, and more investments that have a real and lasting impact

on the daily lives of Bermudians. The restoration of this clinic is a clear example of
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how increased investment can translate into better services and stronger

communities.

As someone with deep Somerset family roots, | know firsthand how important
this clinic was to the people of the West and how its closure in 2017 left a real gap
in access to care, one that was deeply felt by many families. So reopening this
facility isn’t just about bricks and mortar it’s about restoring something vital to

the health and dignity of this community.

The work now underway is comprehensive. Scheduled for completion over an 11-
month period from June 2025 to May 2026, we’ve engaged Sunrise Construction,
a majority Bermudian-owned firm, to lead the restoration. They are performing
structural repairs and waterproofing, installing modern HVAC, plumbing,
electrical, and fire systems, and giving the clinic a full interior rebuild. The clinic
will also feature new finishes and updated medical and dental equipment, with a
layout designed to meet the standards of care that today’s patients expect and

deserve.

We’'re also ensuring that every dollar spent here goes back into our local
economy. All subcontractors and vendors involved are Bermuda-based. Even the
dental suite was sourced with both quality and value in mind. This isn’t just a
smart capital project, it’s an investment in Bermudian workers, businesses, and

talent.

| want to be clear: the decision to renovate this Government-owned asset was not
taken lightly. We looked at several alternatives, including leasing and retrofitting

privately owned buildings. But those options came with higher costs and more
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complications. In the end, restoring this facility made the most sense, and it gives
us the flexibility to meet the needs of this community now, while we plan for the

future.

While the new Lefroy Care Community is still several years away, this clinic fills
the gap in the interim. It provides a practical and forward-looking solution that
restores access to essential services today, while supporting the broader health

reform goals of tomorrow.

And while | will leave it to the Minister of Health to speak more about the services
that will be provided here, | want to underscore that this clinic’s reopening is a
tangible example of this Government’s commitment to building a stronger

healthcare system from the ground up.

This work is not happening in isolation. Across Bermuda, this Government is
moving forward with a renewed sense of purpose. In the West alone, we've
recently completed repairs to a structural wall at Scaur Hill. We’ve repaved roads
throughout Sandys and Southampton. We’ve done essential maintenance on
Watford Bridge and will soon apply a protective coat of paint to ensure its
longevity. These are not headlines, they’re real improvements that affect your

daily life.

To the people of Somerset: this clinic represents a promise made and a promise
kept. To the people of Bermuda: it’s one of many steps your Government is taking

to prepare our island for the future.

Better days are not just possible, they are already on the way.
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Thank you.
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